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Public School Construction Requirements 

S c h o o l  C o n s t r u c t i o n  F e a t u r e s

1. Public schools are required to provide programs, services and a 
comprehensive educational curriculum for the community. 

2. Public Funds vs. Private Funds: public funds require extensive 
construction standards, agency reviews, testing and continuous 
inspections. (e.g.: DSA, CGS, CDE, DTSC, LFM, etc.)

3. WCCUSD Board approved Educational Master Plan, is the basis for the 
Educational Specifications used for all school design.

4. San Francisco Bay Area Construction Costs are the highest in the 
State.

5. It is anticipated* schools will be used as emergency disaster centers 
after a disaster, due to their durability and size. (* Field Act of 1933)



Public School Construction Requirements
Programs, Services & Curriculum

S c h o o l  C o n s t r u c t i o n  F e a t u r e s

1. Public schools are required to provide programs, services and a 
comprehensive educational curriculum for the community.

a. Board Approved Educational Master Plans:
• Provide facilities needed to serve its students (e.g.: 

Performance Theaters, Learning Academies, Auxiliary 
Gymnasiums, etc.) 

• Provides amenities for the communities it serves (e.g.: Health 
Clinic spaces, community kitchens, etc.) 

• Requires Special Education classrooms be included in every 
school constructed.



School Construction
Public Funds vs Private Funds

S c h o o l  C o n s t r u c t i o n  F e a t u r e s

1. Public Funds vs. Private Funds:

a. Public Schools are, or may be, required to be reviewed by many 
agencies. (e.g.: CDE, DSA, CGS, HSD and DTSC) 

b. DSA-Field Act requires extensive  construction plan reviews and 
procedures not found in municipal reviews.

c. DSA-Field Act requires construction testing and special inspections 
procedures not found in municipal reviews.

d. WCCUSD engages Project Labor Agreements (PLAs) that provide for 
prevailing wage and other requirements for projects. 
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Public School Construction Requirements
Field Act: California Seismic Safety for Schools

Earthquakes: Not a matter of if . . . . but when!
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Public School Construction Requirements
Field Act: California Seismic Safety



Public School Construction Requirements
Educational Specifications and District Standards

S c h o o l  C o n s t r u c t i o n  F e a t u r e s

1. Educational Specifications and District Standards:

a. The Board of Education approves educational specifications 
for the design of all facilities and play yards.

b. The Board of Education approves classroom count and space 
allocation matrices.

c. The Board of Education also approves the standardization of 
construction products, materials and equipment. 
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Educational Specifications and District Standards
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Educational Specifications and District Standards
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FUTURE-PROOFING

LIFE EXPECTANCY ONGOING COST

Infrastructure (Cableways, Cable & 
Connectors)15-20 

Years

5-7 Years
AV/IT Servers

AV/IT Electronics
3-5 Years

2-3 Years
AV Displays & System 

Software
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Public School Construction Requirements
Educational Specifications and District Standards



Public School Construction Requirements
San Francisco Bay Area Construction Costs

S c h o o l  C o n s t r u c t i o n  F e a t u r e s

Turner Construction Cost Index Analysis Yields 4.58% annually
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Public School Construction Requirements
San Francisco Bay Area Construction Costs

S c h o o l  C o n s t r u c t i o n  F e a t u r e s

1. San Francisco Bay Area Construction Costs:

a. Turner Construction Co. report on San Francisco Bay Area 
Construction Costs indicated an escalation of 4.58% annual 
increase every fourth Quarter. Highest in the State.

b. DSA school construction costs per square foot (2002 – 2012) is 
approximately $463/ sq. ft.

c. The programs and features of WCCUSD schools are very 
comprehensive. Based on the historical construction costs, the 
District’s construction costs are “on average” for 
comprehensive schools. 



Public School Construction Requirements
District  and Community Collaboration

S c h o o l  C o n s t r u c t i o n  F e a t u r e s

1. District and Community Collaboration (MOUs, Joint-Use 
Agreements):

a. District and Municipal Memorandum of Understandings (MOUs) 
provide community amenities such as supporting utility 
infrastructure, and public right of ways. (e.g.: storm water 
systems, roads, fencing to parks, etc.)

b. Joint-Use agreements between the District and various 
agencies, create partnerships for certain facilities. (e.g.: 
Performance Theaters, Baseball Fields, etc.)  



Public School Construction Requirements
Resulting in Beautiful Safe Schools

S c h o o l  C o n s t r u c t i o n  F e a t u r e s

Thank You!
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